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East India Company and to afford it the benefit of his advice.
The Court Minutes of that body for 1603-6, 1610-13, and
1615-17 are missing; but he was certainly serving as a 'com-
mittee' (i.e. director) in 1606-7 and 1617-18, and probably in
other years as well. From time to time references occur to his
being consulted on special points, and the * Hints' printed on
p. 166 show how readily he responded to an appeal for guidance.
The lively interest he took in schemes for the discovery of the
North-West Passage is attested by the name of Lancaster Sound,
given by Baffin to an inlet found by him in 1616.
Lancaster resided in a large house situated on the eastern side
of Bevis Marks, opposite the northern end of St Mary Axe Street
and backing on to London Wall. This was an old house, origin-
ally built as a home for aged priests, and known as The Papey.
In the reign of Edward VI the charity was suppressed and the
house became a private dwelling, numbering among its sub-
sequent tenants Sir Francis Walsingham. In February 1612
Lancaster was persuaded to stand for alderman for Cordwainer
Ward; but the electors preferred another candidate, and he
made no further attempt to obtain civic office.
Apparently he never married. In his will no mention is made
of wife or child, and in the Latin verses on his portrait he is
described as a bachelor. Such was often the case at that time
with Englishmen who sought a livelihood abroad. There were
many difficulties in the way of taking a wife to foreign countries;
while trading bodies, such as the Levant or the East India
Company, arranged for lodging and boarding their employees
in 'factories', but only on a celibate basis. Marriage had there-
fore in most cases to be deferred until the exile returned to his
own country, and by that time he had often become a confirmed
bachelor.
Lancaster died, apparently after an illness lasting some months,
on 6 June 1618; and three days later he was buried in the parish
church of All Hallows, London Wall (Registers, Harleian Society,
p. 194). There is no record of any monument being erected to
his memory, and the church itself was taken down and rebuilt
in 1765-67. The only extant memorial that has survived is his
coat of arms, still displayed in Basingstoke parish church.